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Thank you for inviting me tojoin you today.

And thank you forthis opportunity to talkto you about affodable

housing - a cornerctone to poverty reduction and socialequity.

lwould like to begin by acknowledging the hard workthat non-profit
groups do to improve the lives of those less fo(unate than we are.

croups such as yourc ensure strength and diversity in Onlario's

The l\,4ccuinty government is also working had to implement plans

for building safe, strong and sustainable communities.

We?e achieving this by developing partnerships with Ontario's

munjcipalities and local governments and with non-profit groups as

For example, our padnerships with the Ontario Non-Profit Houslng

Association and the Co-operative Housing Federation are helping to
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identifo and deliver resourcesto strengthen the participation of non'

profits and co-ops in the Canada-Onta o Affordable Housing

Program.

This partnership has helped to spurthe development of 12 housing

projects containing 632 units across Ontario.

And faith groups all acrcss Ontario are rising lo the challenge to meet

this basic need.

In Ottawa, the Westboro Church; in Toronto, the St. Clare Multi-Faith

Housing Society; and the London Inlerfaith Team - or LIFT- arc

participants jn the Affordable Housing Program delivering quality

affordable housing in their communities.

These padnerships are important because governments can'tdo

everything - buttogetherwe can make the lives ofvuLnerable people

and those in need a liitle easier.

That is why Minister Watson and the llccuinty government remain

committed to improving aftordable housing.

Low-income famllies, single men and women, senior citizens, victims

of domestic violence, persons with developmental disabilities orthose

with mental illness all benefit from affordable housing.

The beneflts of building affordable housing fipples beyond the people

who live there - enUre communities reap the rewards of new, safe

and sustainable housing.
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Every dollar invested in affordable housing genelates iwo dollars in

related economic activity and as much as seven dollars in related

seryices and products.

The building of these projects creates jobs and supports localtrades

lnvestment in affordable housing improvesjob prospectsfor residents

and is a fundamental support for individuals and families trying to

break the cycle of poverty.

The prcvince is committed to helping people who live on lower or

flxed incomes stay in their home communities.

It provides stability and creates a strong base from which to find a
job, raise a family and contnbuteto a community.

Under the Canada-Ontaf io Afiordable Housing Program federal,

provincial and municipal governments have beenworkingtogetherto
provide affordable housing, with an investment of more than $734
mil l ion

So far nearly 15,000 housing units have been funded and

approximately 3 700 housing allowancesfor people on low-incomes

have been prcvided.

Ourgovernment is investing $622 million to maich the funding

announced in the federal government's 2009 budget-that mean's a

combined investment of $1.2 billion for housing.
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Through this investment, we would rcnovate 50,000 social housing

units and build 4,500 new affordable housing units

Just recently, in Kingston, we celebrated lhrce more affordable

housing projects with a total of 164 units - two projects that are now

occupied and one that is starting construction.

And in Brantford, we celebrated the start ofconstruclion offour

affordable housing projects and the ofticial opening offour others.

These are just iwo examples ofthe constant progrcss being made in

providing affordable housing in Ontario.

The [,linistry of [,4unicipal Affairs and Housing is also responsibe for a

number of other important housing prcgrams.

Fof example, we are delivering close to 35,000 fent supplements,

which helps make rent more affordablefor Ontarlofamilies in need.

l'm very pleased that our government has stabilized funding to the

Provincial Rent Bank at $5 million per year.

The Rent Bank helps vuinerable families cover €nt costs ior up io

two months -and we have helped more than 21,500 Ontario

families stay rn their homes.

Lono-Term Affordable Housind Stratedv

One ofthe commltments in our government's Povery Reduction

Strategy is the development of a Long-Tem Affordable Housing

Stfategy.
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Toward that end, we launched a series of province-wlde consultations

The 1J" and final public consultation session was held in Thunder

Bay on September 30.

I had the opportunity to attend sevelalofthese consultations and talk

to Ontarians ffom allwalks of life.

we met with houslng industry experts anti-povedy advocates

municipal partnerc and other interested individuals and groups.

And, not least of all, with members ofthe publicwhose input is crucial

as we develop a sustainable, long{em approach to affordable

housing in Ontario

These consultat,ols went ertremely welland were very engaging

discussions.

l\/any inleresting ideas were broughl forward -these roundtables

were a great opportunity to look atthe issues that are criticalto

specific groups.

In the spring of 2010 ltilinisler watson will release the Long-Term

Affordable Housing Strategy which will provide a frameworkfor

affordable housing in Ontario over the next l0 years.

our goal is to continue working with our partneE to find pragmatic,

specific and affordable solutions that will meetthe housing needs of

al lonla ans.
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As lsaid earlier, ourgovernmenfs goalis to skengthen our

partnerships and develop tools forcommunities to thrive and grow in

a sustainable manner.

We will continue to work diligentlyto support the diverse housing

needs ofOntarians and provide housing assistanceto our most

vulnerable citizens who need a helping hand.

And we will continue to cultivate partnerships with groups that share

these goals.

Thank you very much forthis opportunityto discuss these impodant

matterc with you.

Conclusion
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