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A bit of history
·Winter 2009 ɀProvince announces a consultation 

process for a long term affordable housing strategy

·Connected to provincial Poverty Reduction Strategy

·Committed to consultations with communities

·Eight regional consultation meetings around the 
province
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A bit of history
·May 11, 2009 ɀHousing Network of Ontario formed

·100+ activists from around Ontario meet in Toronto

·Endorse declaration that outlines four key strategic 
areas

·The affordability of housing

·The availability of affordable housing

·Supports, programs and protections

·A clear way to measure progress



HNO organizes
·Activists continue to meet in person and by 

teleconference

·Web site created

·Community preparatory meetings organized

·Additional resources created and distributed



What happened
·13 official Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

community consultations held June, July and September

·HNO intervenes to improve process of consultations

·Over 30 community meetings and forums organized by 
local activists and MPPs

·Over 400 hundred organizations and individuals 
endorse the declaration



What was said
·Long -term affordable housing strategy must be 

comprehensive

·Address supply, affordability and supports

·Must be cross-ministerial

·Housing insecurity, poverty and health are linked

·Long term strategy is great but immediate action 
is needed in a number of areas

·$ÏÎȭÔ ÄÅÌÁÙ

·Communities can provide immediate actions



What was said
·Long -term affordable housing strategy must be 

built from the community up

·People with lived experience should be at the centre of 
any housing strategy.

·Recognize different housing needs in different 
communities

· Establishment of Rural Housing Issues Network of Ontario

·Recognition of issues related to historically 
disadvantaged communities

· Racialized communities, seniors, people with disabilities, etc.



What was said
·Long term affordable housing strategy must 

address the continuum of housing need

·Access to stable and affordable housing is not just an 
issue for the poor

·Full range of options must be provided

· Social housing with Rent-Geared-to-Income programs

· Affordable home ownership

· Income supports for private rental

· Supportive housing



Some key recommendations
·Increase investments

·Supply of new affordable housing

·RGI and housing benefit programs

·Housing support programs

·Repair, renovation and retrofitting of existing housing

·Community-based pre-development programs

·Housing support programs



Some key recommendations
·Change regulatory frameworks

·Overhaul the Social Housing Reform Act

·Overhaul the Residential Tenancies Act

·Give municipalities additional powers

·Ensure stronger and more effective enforcement of the 
Human Rights Code

·Allow non-profit providers to re-finance



Some key recommendations
·Supports and programs

·Maintain and expand housing loss prevention/housing 
retention programs such as rent banks

·Including housing, income and health-related support 
programs in institutional discharge plans

·Develop support programs that are targeted to specific 
equity seeking groups 

·Allow for greater flexibility in prioritizing historically 
disadvantaged groups



Some key recommendations
·Coordination and co -operation

·Upload the costs of social housing from the 
municipalities

·Coordinate programs between ministries

·Local communities need to be able to design programs 
to fit local needs

·People with lived experience of housing insecurity and 
homelessness need to actively involved in program 
design and delivery



Some key recommendations
·Measuring success

·Mix of indicators required to measure success

·Information should be clearly disaggregated to measure 
benefit to historically disadvantage groups

·Low-income Ontarians and community-based groups 
should be involved in the evaluation of the strategy.

·The government should regularly evaluate all its 
programs which deliver housing and make its findings 
public. 



What next?
·Ministry sectoral round tables

·Ongoing opportunities to participate in consultation

·Government to release Long Term Affordable strategy 
in 2010

·Get involved in work of the Housing Network of 
Ontario



Some contact information
·Housing Network of Ontario

·www.stableandaffordable.com

·Yutaka Dirks (Co-chair) (416) 597-5855 x 5243

·Rural Housing Issues Network of Ontario

·Howard Watson (416) 481-8323

·Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
consultations

·www.ontario.ca/housingstrategy
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