By Mark Kerr

For more than‘ 13 years
seyeral community mem-
bershave been holding'a
sﬂent prayervigil ouiside
ngston Clity’ Hall every
Friday toprotest and edu-
céte

'Last Wedrneg:

‘day
messdge on'the road.
Thirty people from
the local area travel_
o Queen 5. Park in To~

'ronto to join'the Interfaith - _'
7 tance ‘Re:
~dop pnorlty
‘ment, Last Deccmber the

form, Coahtlon (ISARC)J_
prayer vigil.‘The prayer
vigil began March 3
and will continue until
next’ Thursday when ths
provincial budget is ‘an-
nouriced. People from alI
differentbackgrounds are

rected to the po
the provmczal budget.” -
Sister "Pauline Tally

attended-the prayer-vigil..

in Toronto. Shé:said that
“although some advances
have been made since the’
‘Harris government. cuts.
13 years ago, the provin-
cial government must do
more to help those most
in need. .
 “We want the govern-
ment to give the dignity
back to these people’and.
help them get out bfp pov-
erty,”
nby chance that people are
‘in poverty. Poverty is.;po-

ople about the cuts’
to soclai assistance inithe -

€ group ook that-'

‘ple,”

praying that: -compassion -
' Vyears.

ISARC: sald the pro-
vincial. government -

she said. “Its not.f'-;

all adulis e

-htacal and unjuqt tradzng

keeps peopie poor.”

Lally said the. politi- ...
~eians need ‘to.be aware
of ‘the dire 's"tuatlon “for
many peopie in-

io and the gov
needs to take acti

she said,
P remz et

Da ﬁon

provincial government

released 1ts pian to reduce. :

-govemment set ’she goai
of" ;reducxng the number'

needs to take action on
its poverty reduction

strategy in this upcoming -
sbudget.

The interfaith coah-
tion has called for more

funding from the prov-.
‘mee to go with the re-
cently announced federal -
investment in affordable
housmg and childcare. ¢

ISARC would also like
fo see a $100 heaithy
foed supplement fo help
n soc;al as-

SIStance_ afford nutrltlouq |

food.:

;durmg this, -economic-
downturn perhaps" even -

' hke 1] see 7,50 ) new af—

fordable chﬂdcare spac-

es. The group argues.
that they dre ne'c esary-

f Workmg

MPP stopped’ byl and said
that-the elected officials
heard their mess&ge

Whether ‘the vigil.
'i’transifa €s into :mean-
singful :adtion to reduce

povérty by the provmczal

‘government remains to
be seen. Lally said she is -

In an effo:rt to help .
low-income renters meet
the rising cost .of hous- .
mg, ISARC 18 askmg the

The prayér Vlgﬂ* in
Toronto has\_been re-

optimistic the provincial . §

government will dosthe
_-right thing, :
peful for what

is td come, If T dldnt

have hope; 1 would not
- be out at thc vigil on

Fridays.”:

“Foronto to participate in an interfaith prayer vigii,
_cral politicians that they need to inciude anti-poverty measures in the upcom'

:Slster Pauline Lally gives a speech in front of the provincial legislature las
'Wednesday A group of 30 local people,

many of whom-hoid a prayer vigi
in ‘front-of-Kingston City Hall every Friday during the lunch hour, travelled ¢
The vigil is rermndmg provin

mg provmclal buciget that wili be announced March 26."



