
As Ontario faces a deepening recession, 
people of faith are turning to prayer in 
their efforts to counter poverty and to 
care for Members of the Provincial Par-
liament.  All people of faith are invited to 
join us. 
 
Starting Tuesday, March 3rd and con-
tinuing throughout March people from a 
range of religious traditions will be pray-
ing outside the Ontario Legislature for 
MPPs and for those hardest hit by the 
economic crisis.  The vigil is organized 
by a coalition representing Ontario’s faith 
communities called the Interfaith Social 
Assistance Reform Coalition (ISARC). 
 
The McGuinty government has commit-
ted itself to a comprehensive poverty re-
duction strategy.  Yet recent statements 
by government leaders hint at tight purse 
strings as a long-awaited provincial 
budget draws near.  The budget will be 
the litmus test of the government’s com-
mitment to the strategy. 
 
Reflecting the compassion that guides 
people of faith, ISARC’s Interfaith Prayer 
Vigil will take place each day from Mon-
day through Thursday as a public wit-
ness to the commitment of people of faith 
to those hardest hit by a worsening econ-
omy. 
 
As Imam Shafiq Hudda of the Islamic 
Humanitarian Service, Kitchener, states, 
“An obligation of every Muslim is to be 
concerned about the plight of those less 
fortunate.  They are always in our 
prayers.” 
 
“In these challenging economic times our 
government leaders are called to make 
difficult decisions that impact different 
sectors of the province both positively 
and negatively.  The church prays 

weekly for our leaders in the decisions 
they make and particularly that they do 
not neglect the poor and vulnerable,” re-
flects Bishop Philip Poole, Anglican Dio-
cese of Toronto.  “Working in partnership, 
church and government can make a real 
difference.” 
 
Two groups per day will come to Queen’s 
Park where ISARC will have a prayer 
canopy in front of the legislative building.  
A morning shift will run from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and an afternoon shift from 12 p.m. 
to 4 p.m.  At noon, a religious leader will 
guide participants in prayer and reflection. 
 
According to Rabbi Aaron Levy, Toronto, 
“This prayer vigil embodies the spirit of 
Psalm 102: ‘A prayer for the poor when 
he is faint and pours forth his plea.’  This 
is a prayer in which all Ontarians of faith 
and conscience should get involved.” 
 
To participate, email ISARC at is-
arc@rogers.com or visit www.isarc.ca, 
and let us know which day you can come 
and whether you can do a morning or af-
ternoon shift (or both).  Let us know in 
advance when you are coming, so each 
day can be properly planned. 
 
We welcome your participation – please 
bring a group from your congregation, 
synagogue, mosque or temple!  Now is 
the time to come together to pray and 
remind ourselves, and our MPPs, of our 
responsibilities to the most vulnerable 
members of our society. 
 
The Interfaith Social Assistance Reform 
Coalition (ISARC), representing Ontario’s 
major faith communities, provides a 
strong religious voice of conscience on 
behalf of more than one million Ontarians 
who struggle with poverty.  ISARC is re-
doubling its witness against poverty as 
the economic slump worsens.   

Praying for Justice for the Poor and our MPPs 
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INTERFAITH SOCIAL ASSISTANCE REFORM COALITION       
ISARC 



February and March are crucial months for the poverty 
reduction strategy in Ontario.  The provincial budget is 
being prepared by Minister Dwight Duncan and his fi-
nance ministry and will be delivered to the legislature on 
March 26th.  Ontario struggles with the loss of jobs and 
financial chaos while government revenue is shrinking.   
 

This is not a time to forget children and adults who are 
living on social assistance or low wage jobs.  Increasing 
their incomes breaks the power of the recession because 
they spend their money locally on Ontario products and 
services.   
 

What can you do to walk in solidarity with the most eco-
nomically marginalized? 
 

1. Join the Interfaith Prayer Vigil at Queen’s 
Park.   

 
2. Check the ISARC web site on a daily basis to 

pray for the Members of the Provincial Parlia-
ment (MPPs) , for groups who come to 
Queen’s Park, and for the most marginalized 
in our province – both those on social assis-
tance and those who have low wage jobs. 

 
3. Ask your congregation, temple, synagogue, or 

mosque to pray for MPP’s and for justice for 
the poorest in our province 

 
4. Contact your local MPP as an individual or as 

a group.  Ask that the budget contain at least 
$2-Billion for the poverty reduction strategy.  
In its pre-budgetary submission, ISARC has 
called for an annual increase of $2-Billion for 
social assistance and affordable housing.  The 
25 in 5 coalition’s Blueprint calls for $5-
Billion over the next two years. 

 

5. Join with other faiths in your community and 
hold a prayer vigil for a day or in the evening.   
Be sure to let your MPP(s) know that you are 
praying for them.  If you need guidance on hold-
ing an interfaith services, check out 
www.scarboromissions.ca   

 
6. Join letter writing campaigns – currently one in 

Niagara region – who are asking the government 
to make the Ontario Poverty Reduction Strategy 
a high priority in the March 26th budget. 

 
7. Many employees are losing jobs or being laid 

off.   This is not a disgrace, but is a hardship.  
How is your faith community remembering them 
and walking with them as they lose wages, start 
re-training, look for a new job, and struggle to 
pay their bills?  Many suffer grief since much 
personal identity and self-worth is attached to 
one’s job.  They need our compassion. 

 
8. If you wish further information, check out 

www.isarc.ca  and  www.25in5.ca 
  
Finally the federal government could be doing more, espe-
cially through the Employment Insurance (EI) program.  
Although all employees pay into EI, only 22% in Toronto 
receive benefits; for other regions, it’s 26%; for Ontario as 
a whole, it’s 35%.  Why do so few unemployed receive 
benefits, especially when the EI has such a large surplus?  
Join with others to ask that benefits and eligibility increase.  
The January 2009 federal budget could also have done 
more to assist Ontarians through increased monies for 
childcare and new affordable housing.  Talk with your 
Member of Parliament (MP), write a letter, and join with 
others.  The federal government must review its budget 
three times in 2009; we can suggest that more money be 
made available to help the poorest in our country. 

 

Now is a time for prayer and action.    

Taking Action! 
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A new committee will oversee implementation of Ontario’s Poverty Reduction Strategy.  On January 28, the government 
announced a Results Committee had been formed, whose job it is to push the poverty reduction agenda forward.  Key 
ministers sit on this committee, along with two citizen members.  
 

The members of the Results Committee are:  
· Deb Matthews, Minister of Children and Youth Services, Women's issues 
· Madelaine Meilleur, Minister of Community and Social Services 
· John Milloy, Minister of Training Colleges and Universities 
· Kathleen Wynne, Minister of Education 
· MPP Gerry Phillips, Chair of Cabinet 
· MPP Carol Mitchell, Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
· Mark Chamberlain, Chair, Hamilton Roundtable on Poverty Reduction 
· Michael Mendelson, Caledon Institute 

 

The formation of the Results Committee is an important step forward in meeting the government’s poverty reduction 
commitments.  But there’s much more work to be done.  
 

The government made 25 key commitments in its Poverty Reduction Strategy.  And the Results Committee will have to 
make sure the commitments are implemented.   Track the Results Committee’s progress in the weeks and months to 
come by going to www.25in5.ca/25-commitments.html  

Government’s Results Committee Formed to Take Next Poverty Reduction Steps �
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“Social Assistance: Closing the Gap” is the topic for the Religious Leaders’ Forum 

from 9-3 on Thursday, April 30, 2009, at Queen’s Park.   Registration will begin after 

the Prayer Vigil.   Speakers, including individuals living in poverty and advocates, will 

discuss the impact of the federal and provincial budgets.   The theological reflection 

will focus on the prayer vigil.  Cost is again $40. 

Religious Leaders’ Forum at Queen’s Park 

Contacting ISARC  
 

BRICE  BALMER ,  
ISARC secretary 
 

P.O. Box 43011,  
120 Ottawa Street North 
Kitchener, Ontario  N2H 6S9 
(519) 884-0710 x 3927  
isarc@gto.net 

www.isarc.ca 

"Spending on poverty is the best form of stimulus b ecause the poor spend every cent they receive on 
food, clothing and services in the local economy. A nd report after report has convincingly catalogued 
just how much keeping people poor costs us all in b illions of dollars of increased health, justice and  
social service costs and lost productivity and tax revenues."  
  Who said it? Toronto Star lead editorial, Tuesday Feb 17.  
 
"Tackling poverty must not end up on the back burne r in next month's provincial budget. Dire eco-
nomic times hit everyone hard, but those struggling  to make ends meet in the lowest economic 
brackets are even harder hit, as work becomes scarc er and prices for basic life necessities rise. 
That's why a recession is perhaps the worst time fo r government to fail to invest in infrastructure an d 
programs aimed at those living in poverty." 
  Who said it? Hamilton Spectator lead editorial, Tuesday Feb 17.  
 
What is your local newspaper saying?  Are you or others writing guest editorial opinions or “letters to the edi-
tor.”   The issue of poverty reduction needs as much media attention as the monies going to auto makers.   

Quotes from Ontario Newspapers 



Support Fairness for Temp Workers: Bill 139 Action Alert  

INTERFAITH SOCIAL ASSISTANCE REFORM COALITION   
(ISARC) 
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The Workers' Action Centre and its members have been fighting for years for fairness for temp agency work-
ers.  The struggle for poverty reduction is not only on issues of social assistance.  Workers with low wages 
need increases and benefits for themselves and their families. 
 
Over the past twenty years, the nature of employment has changed with a much higher percentage of adults 
working on contract, in temporary jobs, or at seasonal work.  The “just in time” has meant that more employ-
ees work when needed, rather than in full-time, permanent jobs.  Another important change is that most em-
ployees work for many employers and often at several different trades/professions over the course of their 
career.  Very few start a job in their twenties and work with the same company until retirement. 
 
In December 2008 the government introduced Bill 139 to protect temp agency workers.  Bill 139 is an impor-
tant first step in protecting temp workers.  There are still a number of problems, but they can be fixed as Bill 
139 goes through the legislative process.  
 
They need your support to ensure that Bill 139 is updated and not watered down.  Help them make sure this 
important legislation is passed by:   
 

1. Sign a support card  asking your MPP to support Bill 139 and fix the problems.  Contact WAC for cop-
ies and help get as many signed in your community as possible!  

 
2. Contact your MPP  by mail, phone or through a meeting and ask that your MPP support Bill 139. 

 
3. Help spread the word  in your community about temp workers rights to holiday pay.  Work with Workers 

Action Centre to organize an information session on Bill 139 and the new changes.   
 
Make sure your local temp agencies are paying holid ay pay to workers.   Email, fax or drop off a letter to 
agencies in your community - call WAC for copies.  Report to WAC agencies that are not paying public holi-
day pay by phone or through their website. 
 

Contact Workers' Action Centre for more information at (416) 531-0778,  
info@workersactioncentre.org or visit www.workersactioncentre.org.  
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Get the background you need to meet with your MPP, speak to an all candidates 
meeting, or have conversations with others about poverty.  Lives Still in the Bal-
ance from ISARC is still up-to-date and gives background information on many 
issues: housing, social assistance, disability, low wage work, children in poverty, 
health care, etc.  At the end of the book are the proposals which would most effec-
tively help those who live with the lowest incomes in Ontario.  Order individual 
copies of Lives Still in the Balance at isarc@gto.net or multiple copies at 
www.pandorapress.com.  

Lives Still in the Balance is a key 

If you rather receive the newsletter via email, please email us at isarc@rogers.com 


