
“Closing the Gap – Social Assistance” is impor-
tant as we analyze poverty reduction in Ontario.  
Did the 2009 Ontario budget close the gap?  Mi-
chael Creek from Voices on the Street (Toronto) 
and Zaineb Zimmerman from Kingston will ana-
lyze how persons on Ontario Works (OW) and 
Ontario Disability Support (ODSP) programs are 

affected from the budget.  Your analysis will also be important in our discussions.  
In the afternoon, Sarah Blackstock from Income Security Advocacy Centre 
(ISAC) and Marvyn Novack from Social Planning Network of Ontario (SNPO) 
will provide perspectives on current and proposed changes in social assistance.  
What is scheduled?  What is our vision of a positive future for those who need 
social assistance? 
 

For theological reflection, the interfaith Prayer Vigil will be the topic for a panel 
and all participants.  What has been important in your participation?  How do we 
continue to pray for our Members of the Provincial Parliament and people who 
live in poverty?  How do we move forward toward the elimination of poverty?  
Candles from the last day of the prayer vigil will be brought to the forum.  Par-
ticipants will be asked to take a candle home for their congregation or temple and 
to take a candle to their MPP.   The candles for the MPPs have been lit once at 
the final prayer service at Queen’s Park.  It’s important that MPPs know the faith 
communities are continuing to pray for them and for the elimination of poverty. 
 

Send in your registration form (back pages of this newsletter) as soon as possible.  
Your participant is important as ISARC decides how to move forward! 
 

If you know your MPP, please call the office to say that you will be at Queen’s 

Park on April 30th and ask whether you can meet!  All MPPs are invited for the 

forum without cost to them! 
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As politicians and media massage the news to fit their perspectives and purposes, it is important to analyze how programs, 
regulations, laws, and decisions will actually affect people with lower incomes.  Several illustrations are detailed: 
 

Ontario Child Benefit in 2009 Budget  

The Ontario Child Benefit (OCB) was announced as an increase of $42/month per child which brought the total per child to 
$92 per month.  This $42.00 was the scheduled increase for both 2009 and 2010 budgets.   For families with low wages, this 
will be a significant increase, starting in July 2009.  The government statistics indicated that a sizeable percentage of families 
will now be over the poverty line. 
 

However for families receiving OW and ODSP, this is probably not a $42 per month increase.  The OCB is part of a long term 
goal of making social assistance an adult benefit.  All children in families with low incomes would be covered by OCB 
whether the parent is working or on welfare.  This benefit then comes through monthly.  Tabulations for the OCB are made as 
income tax is filed.  Because there are 12 categories in OW and ODSP, some families will receive $2 / month per child while 
others will receive amounts closer to the $42/ month. 
 

ISARC staff was in the “lock-up” for the 2009 Ontario budget on March 26th and listened as consultants from Ontario Finance 
Ministry were queried by social assistance advocates.  “Yes, some OW and ODSP recipients will only receive $2.00 / month 
per child.”  They did not have a scale indicating who received how much.   ISARC consistently asked the government to re-
duce the barriers, so that families on social assistance would receive the whole National Child Benefit (known as the NCB 
“claw back”) and the OCB for their children.  This did not happen.  The nuances of the OCB were obtained by serious ques-
tioning. 
 

If your friends work in regional social service departments or are on OW or ODSP, ask how much will be received.  If ISARC 
is wrong, we will certainly publish other information in our next newsletter – but let’s get a thorough analysis. 
 

Legislation for Poverty Reduction 

Ontario Bill 152 is the Poverty Reduction Act of 2009 and has been tabled on Thursday, March 23, 2009, by Hon Deb Mat-
thews, Minister of Children and Youth as well as the chair person for the Ontario Child Poverty Reduction Cabinet Commit-
tee.   This legislative bill is to establish a procedure by which governments will need to continue to reduce poverty, including 
reporting every five years and establishing new targets.  The bill is now before the Standing Committee on Social Affairs. 
 

There are some positives to this bill: 
It puts poverty reduction on the legislative agenda and has good ideals, 
It requires a plan with targets for poverty reduction with measurements, 
It requires is an annual report and some consultation 

But the bill does not: 
Require the government to spend any money on poverty reduction measures or process, 
Prevent circumvention by future governments – there is no enforcement mechanism, 
Provide for public accountability and consultations are not prescribed, 

 

Organizations and coalitions can make written or verbal submissions asking for this legislative bill to be stronger and work 
toward the elimination of poverty in Ontario.  For verbal submissions, call (416) 325-3526 asking to appear before noon on 
Thursday, April 16, 2009.  Written submissions can be submitted before 5:00 pm on Tuesday, April 21, 2009.  E-mail is 
katch_koch@ontla.on.org 
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Check out the ISARC web site www.isarc.ca  
 

Is your religious leader or your group picture on the web site?  There are reports of activities for each day of the 
vigil. 
 

Thanks to the many groups and religious leaders who made the vigil a success.  Special thanks to Bruce Voogd who coordinated the 
vigil in Toronto and to Murat Ortanca who kept the web site up-to-date.  Both worked hard and hopefully you met one or both at 
Queen’s Park. 
 

The Interfaith Prayer Vigil was a success because of everyone who participated at Queen’s Park as well as in their local communities 

and congregations. 

Contacting ISARC 

BRICE BALMER,  ISARC secretary  

P.O. Box 43011,  120 Ottawa Street North Kitchener, Ontario N2H 6S9   
(519) 884-0710 x 3927     www.isarc.ca     isarc@gto.net 

Currently ISARC and other groups are preparing submissions asking for money to be allocated, for mandated requirements to 
reduce poverty in Ontario, for a permanent cabinet committee on poverty reduction, and for mandated public hearings 
throughout the province to ascertain whether poverty is decreasing and being eliminated.  Watch the ISARC web site for more 
information. 
 

Workers Being Laid Off 

The $4 billion dollars in the Ontario 2009 budget for training through the Ministry of Colleges, Universities and Training is an 
important poverty reduction measure which will help many persons who have been laid off or lost their jobs.  Ontario needs to 
educate and prepare for jobs in the emerging economy.  Watch for analysis on how far the training dollars will stretch. 
 

ISARC continues to be concerned about many workers in the manufacturing sector.  There have been large immigrations to 
Ontario from other provinces as well as other countries.  Many of these workers have Grade 8 or less education and have been 
very thankful for well-paying jobs.  But in this recession, they still have only a Grade 8 education.  Some may have learned to 
weld or developed other skills needed in today’s economy.   Some will start their own businesses.  But some are back to where 
they started.  Will they now make $30 / hour or more?  Probably not!  How will they support their families on less than half 
their previous income? 
 

Employment Insurance (EI) is a federal program and covers 50 weeks, not long enough for the necessary training, especially 
for an unskilled or semi-skilled worker to find a job in today’s economy.  EI does have some excellent re-training programs.  
Unfortunately less that 35% of Ontarians qualify for EI – even lower percentages in our cities. 
 

Do these unemployed workers spend down their assets until they qualify for OW?  If they 45-55 years old, how will they sur-
vive old age having spent their assets down to $2500?  Then they only receive $583/ month as an adult without children.  This 
is obviously the “worst case scenario”, but very possible! 
 

Currently, Ontario food banks are reporting 20% and higher increases from the same months last year.   Are people falling 
through the cracks?  Could this be because unemployment rates have almost doubled in some regions?  Waterloo Region, 
which has lost many manufacturing and auto sector jobs, has gone from 5% to 9% unemployment in the past year. 
 

In the 25 in 5 backgrounder, changes to the EI program are detailed.  The federal minister has only announced increases in 
staff so that EI claims can be processed faster.   ISARC – along with 25 in 5 - would advocate for longer term EI benefits, 
more workers qualifying when laid off, and additional benefits for training.  The province has promised to advocate for these 
EI changes with the federal government. 



 

 

 

Interfaith Prayer Vigil March 2009 



 

Closing the Gap: Social Assistance in Ontario 2009 

 

8:30 am Registration 
 

9:00  Welcome and opening prayer(s) 
 

9:30  How will the 2009 budget affect the most marginalized in Ontario 
   Michael Creek, Voices from the Street 
   Zaineb Zimmerman, Kingston 
 

11:00  Reflecting on the Interfaith Prayer Vigil 
 

Noon  Lunch 
 

1:00 pm Current status and future hopes for social assistance reform 
   Sarah Blackstock, Income Security Action Centre 
   Marvyn Novick, Social Planning Network of Ontario (SNPO) 
 

3:00 pm Benediction 
 

 

 

 
NAME 
FAITH COMMUNITY 
MAILING ADDRESS 
 

 
TELEPHONE          FAX 
EMAIL 
RIDING 
MPP 
 

 

 

FORUM SCHEDULE 

REGISTRATION 

Brice Balmer, Registrar 

ISARC, P.O. Box 43011, 120 Ottawa Street North, Kitchener  N2H 6S9 

Tel: 519-884-0710 x 3927  email: isarc@gto.net or isarc@rogers.com 

www.isarc.ca 

Space is limited (max 120) • Preregistration and prepayment necessary by April 22nd   

Please make cheques payable to WLS—ISARC  

Registration desk opens at 8:30 a.m. • Registration cost: $40 (includes lunch) 
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REGISTRATION 

Brice Balmer, Registrar 
ISARC, P.O. Box 43011, 120 Ottawa Street North, Kitchener  N2H 6S9  
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Thursday, April 30, 2009 
9 am - 3 pm 

Queen’s Park Legislative Building 
Toronto, Ontario  


